MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
Revised Draft — 10/09/2018

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is voluntarily entered this day of
October, 2018, by and among the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR), Juneau
County, Wood County and the Armenia Growers Coalition, LLC.

A. Backgroun

WHEREAS Juneau County and Wood County (the “Counties™),
residents have access to safe drinking water, have tested more than 100 pr
in the Counties and found over 40% of the wells exce
mg/L for nitrate;

WHEREAS the United States Environmental
testing from April 30 through May 3, 2018, at 41 te
residential wells west of Petenwell Lake in northeast Juneau
nitrate in the groundwater;

boring locations and 5 private
nty and found elevated levels of

WHEREAS a 1995 groundwater resou
by the Central Wisconsin Groundwater

groundwater from irrigated fields in the agri
the Wisconsin River;

drinking water, whic
nitrate levels above 10

en who are or may become pregnant and babies should not
onsin. gov/publications/p02128.pdf;

ment system if wells in the agricultural corridor study area defined
/L for nitrate (the Clean Drinking Water Plan); and

home point-of-use water t
in this MOU test above 10

WHEREAS the Counties and WDNR have agreed to collaborate with AGC on further
investigation of nitrate contamination in the agricultural corridor and implementation of the
Clean Drinking Water Plan;

Now, therefore, the process the Parties agree to follow and to implement the Clean Drinking
Water Plan and the Groundwater Hydrogeology, Agricultural Practices and Monitoring Plans is
as follows:
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B. Definitions

Agricultural corridor study area 1s the area with the boundaries depicted on the attached map,
marked as Exhibit A. The Parties may agree to adjust the boundaries of the area to reflect further
investigation and sampling results.

Clean Drinking Water Plan is the plan to provide bottled drinking
of-use water treatment system, as further detailed in this MOU

and an in-home point-

Counties means Juneau and Wood Counties.

minimize contamination of the groundwater, and (3
in groundwater.

Nitrate-impaired means well water u
10.0 mg/L at any time during the dura
from samples taken by a third party testi
samples taken by the Counties or EPA.

wells in the agricul
water test complete

idor study area, 576 of which have not yet had a County-verified

The Counties will coordinate with AGC to conduct outreach to private residential well
owners whose wells have not been tested by the Counties or EPA with an offer for a third
party retained by AGC to test their well for nitrate and to send the sample to a WDNR
certified laboratory for analysis. This outreach will include, at a minimum:

a. A letter, which shall include the following:
(1)  Notification of the groundwater nitrate contamination in the
agricultural corridor;
(2) public health information relating to nitrate in drinking water;

-
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(3) consent form authorizing a third party contractor retained by AGC
to take a sample of their water;

(4) data release form specifying that the sample results and locations
of the wells are to be provided to the Counties and therefore shall
be a public record; and

(5) a request for confirmation of receipt.

b. A follow up phone call for homeowners/residents
two weeks.

c. A personal visit to the residence for those homeoy
reached via letter or phone call to ensue all homeowners/r
not been tested have been alerted of the nitrate contamination issu
opportunity to have their well tested as s practicable.

sponding to the letter within

ts that are unable to be
its whose wells have
are allowed the

Once a homeowner/resident returns a comple
arrange for testing of the well water by a third pa
soon as practicable after the forms are received by A

onsent:form and release form, AGC will
estt ice. The testing will occur as

It of above 10 mg/
ter and will inform ¢

If a well sample receives a test:
homeowner/resident not to drink t

Counties will advise the
_homeowner of the Clean
it of 8 to 10 mg/L, the
samples collected over the course of a
AGC will retain a third party to

For private residenti:
impaired, all the follow

. letter to each identified nitrate-impacted well owner, making an
ottled water and a Water Treatment System, as outlined in this

from a homeowner letter recipient within one week, it will send

a follow up’ ondence.

d. If AGC does hear from the homeowner within a week of sending the second
communication, it will notify the Counties. The Counties will then assume primary
responsibility for contacting the homeowner to inform them of the Clean Drinking
Water Plan.

¢. A homeowner will have up to twelve (12) months following a water sample taken
under this MOU that indicates the home has a nitrate-impaired well to accept AGC’s
offer to provide bottled water and the installation and maintenance of a Water
Treatment System.
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3. Once AGC receives notice of a nitrate-impaired well within the agricultural corridor study
area, all the following will apply:

a. AGC will offer to immediately provide the homeowner/resident a two-week supply of
drinking water and will offer to arrange, at no cost to the homeowner/resident, to
install a Water Treatment System.

b. If the homeowner/resident accepts AGC’s offer of a Watér Treatment System within
two weeks of the offer, AGC will continue to sup he homeowner/resident with
bottled drinking water until the Water Treatmen is installed and verified to
produce drinking water equal to or less than the*
will be invoiced directly for the Water Treatment
deliveries.

c. If the homeowner/resident does not accep
System within two weeks after th
homeowner's/resident’s decision to
discontinue providing any further bottled w;
extension of the two-week deadline may be

d. For homeowners/residents with nitrate- 1mpa1re
Water Treatment System,=AGC will arrange for a
to the home as soon as pra
inspection of the plumbing sy
water pressure, under sink cabing
licensed installer will enter the h
simple access agreement. Upon compt
will send , "

of the
C would
omeowner/re&dent. A short
f there is good cause shown.

Is who accept the offer of a
ed installer to be dispatched

etermines that the plumbing is not reasonably
¢ Treatment System selected, the licensed installer will
rmative water, such as another point-of-use or point-

necessary to make needed repairs, as agreed upon by the parties,
allow the homeowner/resident time to make any needed repairs
homeowner/resident to select another treatment option from

treatment option. As soon as practicable upon completion of the repairs, but not later
than [insert time limit], AGC will install the recommended option in accordance with
paragraph 4.f.

f If the licensed installer hired by AGC determines that a homeowner’s/resident’s
plumbing is reasonably compatible with the requirements for a Water Treatment
System, the Water Treatment System will be installed by a professional installer as
soon as practicable, but no later than [insert time limit]. The Water Treatment System
will be installed to provide drinking water to a spigot located at the kitchen sink or at
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the refrigerator, depending on water pressure requirements, appliance compatibility,
and the treatment manufacturer specifications and stipulations of the DSPS approval.
g No later than 48 hours after the installation of the Water Treatment System, the
professional installer and the homeowner/resident will together take a sample of the
drinking water and provide their initials on the sample. The sample will then be
tested for nitrate concentration by a WDNR certified laboratory that will directly bill
AGC. The results of the test will be shared h.the homeowner/resident,
professional installer, the Counties, and WDNR the test indicates a nitrate
concentration at or below 10 mg/L, AGC will n ontinue to provide bottled
drinking water to the homeowner/resident. If the 1 i
above 10 mg/L, AGC will continue to provide bottled dri
with the homeowner/resident to ensure a
resulting treated water meets the state ni
h. AGC will provide homeowners/resi
from the date of installation of the
testing and replacement of filters
recommendations and DSPS approval.

Wlth the manufacturer’s

5. The Counties will each keep &:
obligations under this MOU. The C
reimburse each County for these costs,
disputed charges.

will include: a) Iden
mg/L nitrate accessible
corrldor study area; b) Ide

The WDNR and AGC agree to work together to secure funds to
estimated at $225,000, and, if necessary, the Counties may be
ose costs. The groundwater study results will be made available
to the public.

2. The Parties will support a producer-led two-year program starting on [insert date] to evaluate
agricultural impacts on groundwater in the agricultural corridor study area. AGC and any
other interested growers or associations will work with the WDNR and Counties to document
the impacts, if any, of current agricultural practices in the agricultural corridor study area on
concentrations of nitrate in groundwater. This may involve groundwater monitoring
networks installed upgradient and downgradient of row-crop fields to determine the impact
of changes that may reduce the nitrogen loading to groundwater. Practice changes may
include but are not limited to changes in crop rotations, reductions of total nitrogen
applicated (accounting for all sources of nitrate), changes in the timing of applications, and
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the use of cover crops. Data from the program will be shared with the Counties and WDNR.
Educational programs will be developed for residents in the agricultural corridor study area
to describe the changes that are being made and the goal of the program. The producer-led
groundwater program results will be made available to the public.

The Parties agree to develop and implement a long-term groundwater monitoring plan of the
agricultural corridor study area to document the fate of the ing nitrate contamination.
Susceptible private wells will be monitored as part of the entation. The study de&gn
will be led by WDNR in consultation with the Counties

)

Agency as to the status of the Clea

by AGC and sent to WDNR and the
Parties will meet at least every mont
first six (6) months.

No Admission of Li

dmission of any llablllty, responsibility or
f any party or its members, collectively or
h liability is expressly denied and defenses expressly

This MOU is voluntary in nature and any party may withdraw from participation herein in
the party’s sole discretion and such withdrawal shall not affect the remaining parties’
agreement to continue to perform hereunder or to terminate this MOU. The 3-year
maintenance agreements must survive withdrawal or termination. The Parties further agree
that this MOU may be amended in the future as necessary to implement the Clean Water
Plan, but such amendment shall only be effective in a writing signed by all parties then
participating and agreeing to be so bound. WDNR will notify EPA of any amendment.
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6. This MOU is effective as of the date listed above, [Insert Date]. The MOU will terminate on
December 31, 2022.

7. The Parties agree to meet monthly for the first six months following the effective date of this
MOU to assess the implementation actions that have been completed and the actions that
remain to be performed. The Parties will continue to meet on a routine basis after the first
six-month period, but no less frequently than once every three months while this MOU is in
effect. Approximately six months prior to the expiration MOU, the Parties agree to
reconsider whether the MOU should be continued or whe sed MOU i1s needed.

8. By signing below, each signatory represents and warrants that he
enter into this MOU and to so bind the respective party. This m
counterparts and as so executed shall consti e agreement bindin
Delivery of an executed counterpart of this by email or other electroni
equally as effective as delivery of a manually ted counterpart of this MOU

‘has the authority to

 be executed in
the Parties.
will be

[SIGNATURES ON FOLLOWIN
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IN WITNESS THEREOF and intending to be legally bound, the Parties have caused this
MOU to be executed by signature of their duly authorized respective representatives as of the
Effective Date.

JUNEAU COUNTY, WISCONSIN

By:

WOOD COUNTY, WISCONSIN

BY:

WISCONSIN DEPARTMEN?
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